MEDIA ADVISORY

                        CONTACT: Phyllis Jordan
301-656-0348
Special Screening

Documentary Explores the Importance of Credit Scores 
St. Louis Families and Credit Counselors Featured
 
Panel Discussion with Community Leaders to Follow Screening
Interviews with speakers available before or after event

WHAT:
Screening of “Pursuit of the Dream: Building Credit for Life”
WHEN: 
Friday, Jan. 22, 2010   3 to 4:30 p.m. 


           WHERE:     Justine Petersen

                                 1023 North Grand Boulevard

                                 St. Louis, MO 63106


WHO:  Speakers and panelists include:
· State Senator Robin Wright-Jones, D-St. Louis

· Irene Skricki, Senior Associate, Annie E. Casey Foundation

· Vikki Frank, executive director, Credit Builders Alliance

· Lewis Roberts, program manager, Citi MicroFinance

· Robert Boyle, CEO and Founder, Justine Petersen
· A new documentary examining the importance good credit features St. Louis families and credit counselors. “Pursuit of the Dream: Building Credit for Life” tells the stories of families overcoming the debt and bad financial decisions that left them with low scores. Among them are Rose Marie and Grandville, a couple whose dream of buying a house was thwarted by a bad credit history. They consulted several for-profit credit repair firms who promised to improve their scores, but never produced any results. Finally, they found Justine Petersen, a nonprofit community agency that counseled them and helped them take out a small loan, which they quickly repaid. Within a year, they purchased and moved into a beautiful home, paying less in mortgage than they paid in rent.

The screening will be followed by a panel discussion exploring the roles that government and nonprofit leaders can play in helping low-income families build good credit. The documentary is the latest in a series produced by the Annie E. Casey Foundation and highlights how low-income individuals can save money and build up assets.
